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hook material which includes a base sheet attached to one of said elastic ear tabs and stemlike 
proiections\extending from said base sheet said stemlike projections of said mechanical fastener 



being releasably engaged with said one elastic ear tab [disposable absorbent article] to protect 
said hook material of said mechanical fastener before said disposable absorbent article is 
handled by a user. 



Please ca 



rfcel 



claims 36-42. 



43. (Once Amended) The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim 36 
'herein! said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said one elastic ear tab 
[disposable absorbent article] to provide a peel strength of at least about 20 grams. 



44. (Once Amended) The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim 36 
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wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said one elastic ear tab 
[disposable absorbent article] to provide a peel strength of from about 30 to about 90 grams. 



Please cancel claims 45-47 and 49. 



$6. (Once Amended) The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim^ 
wherein said mechanical fastener further comprises a loop material which is attached to said 
outer cover of said disposable absorbent article and wherein said stemlike projections are 
releasably engaged with said loop material to protect said stemlike projections and provide said 
pant-like structure. 
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51. (Once Amended) The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim 4^5 
wherein said stemlike projections are releasably engaged with said outer cover of said disposable 
absorbent article to protect said stemlike projections and provide said pant-like structure . 
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Please add'the following new claims: 

(- 




. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim ^wherein said base sheet 
of said hook material is attached to a rear periphery of said absorbent article and said stemlike 
projections of said hook material are releasably engaged with an outer surface of said absorbent 
article near a front edge of said absorbent article to protect said hook material and provide said 
pant-like structure. 
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The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim ^8 wherein said base sheet 
of said hook material is attached to a front periphery of said absorbent article and said stemlike 
projections of said hook material are releasably engaged with an outer surface of said absorbent 
article near a rear edge of said absorbent article to protect said hook material and provide said 
pant-like structure. 

JS4 - . The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim SJo wherein said base sheet 
of said hook material is attached to a rear periphery of said absorbent article and said loop 
material is attached to said outer cover near a front edge of said absorbent article. 
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^6. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim 5p wherein said base sheet 
of said hook material is attached to a front periphery of said absorbent article and said loop 
material is attached to said outer cover near a rear edge of said absorbent article. 
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5$. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim bi wherein said base sheet 
of said hook material is attached to a rear periphery of said absorbent article and said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said outer cover near a front edge of said absorbent 
article. 

°\ 1 

' ^7. The package of disposable absorbent articles according to claim wherein said base sheet 
of said hook material is attached to a front periphery of said absorbent article and said stemlike 
projections are releasably engaged with said outer cover near a rear edge of said absorbent 
article. 




